
















Students show improvement in early literacy | 9(logo}.

Among kindergarteners, the most recent data (2023–24) shows 40 percent of Black 
and 47 percent of Hispanic students are far behind, compared to 37 percent of white 
and 19 percent of Asian students. Compared with the low point of the pandemic 
(2021–22), there was a decrease of 13 percentage points for Black and 17 percentage 
points for Hispanic students, and smaller decreases of 5 percentage points for white 
and 4 percentage points for Asian students. As with the percent of students on track, 
fewer  kindergarten students are now at risk than prior to the pandemic (2019–20) for 
all subgroups but white students, who remain 2 percentage points more at risk.

In first grade, the most recent data (2023–24) shows 39 percent of Black and 36 
percent of Hispanic students are at risk for not learning to read, compared to 25 
percent of white and 11 percent of Asian students. Compared with the low point of 
the pandemic (2021–22), there was a decrease of 15 percentage points for Black and 
Hispanic students, and smaller decreases of 4 percentage points for white students 
and 1 percentage point for Asian students. While all students are still performing worse 
than before the pandemic, Hispanic students have experienced greater improvement 
since the year prior to the pandemic (2019–20) than white students, whereas Black 
students have seen slightly smaller declines than white students.

In second grade, the most recent data (2023–24) shows 43 percent of Black and 
36 percent of Hispanic students are at risk for not learning to read, compared to 26 
percent of white and 11 percent of Asian students. Compared with the low point of the 
pandemic (2021–22), there was a decrease of 9 percentage points for Black students 
and 8 percentage points for Hispanic students, and smaller decreases of 4 percentage 
points for white students and 1 percentage point for Asian students. All students are 






